The CPA Chart

The one most )("‘POVTQHT ‘Hﬂlh"j Yov Sicjmﬁcan*r Information ‘Qh‘d GXQMPLQ}'
want your avdience fo know. that support vour maim Idea.
What you want your audience to think What you want your avdience o do when they're
when they re done reading. done reading.
The particolar perfon or group of people The things your avdience will want
you are writing to. to know about vour topic.
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Example

The one rmost important thing you
want your avdience to know.

The times n my Life as a kid when |
felt closest to my dad were the times
when we wovld 90 (Ifl'\lhfj TOCJQ“HI\QV.

ﬁfjhiﬁcahf Information ‘an‘d examp[ef
that support vour main Idea.

We would often get vp early on Saturday or
Sunday mornings and 9o To Green Lake together.

The time my dad talked me into going Fishing
when he knew they had jJust stocked the lake.

My dad feemed really happy when we were
Fishing together.

What vou ug'avd' Yovr aud_ience to think
when they re done reading.

More than amything else you do for your
children, it's the time vyou spend with
them that they will remember forever
and valve most.

What you want your avdience fo do when they're
done reading,

Try to fFind more time to do things with
vour kids. I possible, see If you can Come
vp with ﬂnin‘j)’ vov Can do on 2 VQCJULQV
basis fo your kids will always know they
Can Count on l«’avinfj this time with Yov.

The particular perfon or group of people
Yov are writing fo.

Parents with youny children

The ﬂ'\;hfjf Your aud)en_ce will want
to know about your topic.

What was it about Fishing with my dad that
made It fo Important to me?

What was one of the best times | ever had
Fishing with my dad?

Why was Fishing better than other things we
did together?

Do | still 9o Fishing with my dad now that I'm
grown u")?
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Using CPA for Research Writing

Research paper pre-write: Here’s some pre-writing for a report on George Wash-
ington. In this case, some research has to be done before this chart can be filled out.

The one rost important thing you
want vour avdience to know.

GQOche W'Aflﬂ)h‘j‘h)h was a relvctant hevro.
He would rather have been a farmer and
a family man than a great general or
the President.

$i<jniﬁcan*r Information ‘an‘d GX'&/"PLQ,(
that support vour main Idea.

* He lost most of the battles he fought.
* He didnt really want to be President.

* His favorite ‘I’anj to do was to work on his
farr,

* He missed his family and didn't Like being
away from them.

What vou u:an'f Yovlr avdehCQ o think
when they re done reading.

The great heroes of American history are
often a lot more like reqular people than
how they are portrayed in school and in the
Movief.

What ou want your avdience fo do when they're
done reading.

Think carefully about the way books and
movies portray American heroes. Study the
whole person, not juﬁ' their Vepufaﬁov\.

The particular person or group of people
Yov are writing to.

Kids in middle school and Junior HCJI'\
who are fTud\/)th American h)fToVy

The 'H/\ih‘jf Your aud)en_ce will want
to know about vour topic.

* How did Washington get to be President?
* Why didnt he want fo be President?

 What did he say about his family Life and
work)hfj on his PL‘Avx‘f‘aﬁon?

* What did Washington care about most?

* Why dont we vsvally learn about the PQVKOhQL
Side of George Washington?
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Using CPA to Respond to Prompts

A typical prompt from a test: On the previous pages you read a story about how people get along
in a family. Write an essay that explains how you get along with the people in your family.

The one rost important thing you
want vour avdience To know.

ln order to get along I 2 Family, everyone
has to make CO/"‘PVOM;KQK and Confider how
the other people feel.

$i<jniﬁcan*r Information ‘an‘d GX'&/"PLQ,(
that support vour main Idea.

* We rotate chores So mo one has To do the
worst jobs all the time.

* We take turn§ on the COMPVTQV and with the
TV remote.

* We try to be confiderate about respecting
each other’s privacy.

* When we have disagreements we try to settle
them without QVij;th o Flcjlﬂﬂnfj

What vyou u:an'f Yovlr avdehCQ o think
when they re done reading.

M‘akh«a COMPVoMifef i5nt S0 bad when
everyone has to do It. n Fact, sometimes 1t
makes ovr family Feel closer becavie each of
uf 1§ 9iving up Something fo that fomeone else
Can have what they want.

What ou want your avdience fo do when they're
done reading.

Be kind and generous with the people in
vour family. Dont be the person who always
has to have things his way.

The particular person or group of people
Yov are writing to.

Kids who are growing vp in large families.

The 'H/\ih‘jf Your aud)en_ce will want
to know about vour topic.

* What's the secret to getting alonq in 2 biy
farmily?

* How do you share things so that no one Feels
bad?

* What's the biggest problem you've ever had and
how did you £ix 11?

* What do vou do when you CJQT angry with each
other?
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