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Understanding Thesis Statements
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Below are sample thesis statements that incorporate the word “because”
and “influence.” Answer the questions below by referring to each thesis
statement.

Part I: “The Influence Approach”

1. In the past decade, the frequent use of unusually thin models in television and
magazine advertisements has influenced the rise of eating disorders among
adolescent girls and boys in the United.

» a. This thesis statement is about how influence

2. Many young people dismiss hip hop as inoffensive, but hip hop music has
negatively influenced urban youth to become more violent, use drugs, and
demean women.

» This thesis statement is about how influences
to , ,
and

3. Although many parents of teens struggling with body image may blame
television models and other such stars, these body issues and their disorders
have been influenced by their daughters' younger days of pigtails and Barbies.

» This thesis statement is about how have been
influenced by

4. Despite their high-tech special effects, today's graphically violent horror
movies have not been_influenced by the creative use of cinematography or the
emotional impact that we saw in the classic horror films of the 1940s and 50s.

» This thesis statement is about how have
not been influenced by or
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Part ll: The “because” approach

5. Religion should not be part of the public school curriculum because it is a
highly personal commitment and can cause conflict with those who hold
alternative beliefs.

» The two reasons that the author provides for the topic of
are and

6. All public schools should reward children for academic achievements because
the graduation rate would increase, students would be encouraged to set goals,
and the attendance rate would improve.

» The three reasons that the author provides for the topic of
are ;
, and

7. The Simpsons is a television program that is effective because it addresses
the issues of ethnicity, family dynamics, and social issues effectively

» The three reasons that the author provides for the topic of
are ;
, and

8. Strict regulation of cell phones is necessary since drivers using phones are
seriously impaired and because laws on negligent and reckless driving are not
sufficient to punish offenders.

» The three reasons that the author provides for the topic of
are

, and




